
W
h

y
 S

h
o

u
ld

 Y
o

u
 B

e
c

o
m

e
 A

 
N

o
rth

 C
a

ro
lin

a
 C

e
rtifie

d
 

P
a

ra
le

g
a

l?
 

N
o

rth
 C

a
ro

lin
a

 
C

e
rtifie

d
 

P
a

ra
le

g
a

l 

a sign of professional excellence   

 

• 
It dem

onstrates your 
com

m
itm

ent to the paralegal 
profession. 

• 
It provides recognition that you 
have m

et high professional 
standards. 

• 
It enhances the quality of legal 
services you provide to 
attorneys. 

• 
It helps you stay current in the 
legal field. 

• 
It m

akes the hiring process 
easier—

your credentials are 
already verified. 
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R
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C
  27611-5908 

P
hone: (919) 828-4620 

w
w

w
.nccertifiedparalegal.org 
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he paralegal profession has seen 
significant and progressive grow

th 
since its birth in the m

id-1960s. 
P

aralegals no longer w
ork just in 

traditional environm
ents such as law

 
firm

s and governm
ental agencies. T

he 
profession is expanding into corporate 
legal departm

ents, paralegal teaching 
positions, freelance paralegal 
services, and paralegal m

anagem
en

t 
positions. P

aralegals are also applying 
their paralegal skills to other careers. 
T

he profession is no longer 
considered a stepping-stone to law

 
school. F

urtherm
ore, the days of 

paralegals w
orking w

ithout form
al 

education are steadily declining. 
 A

s a N
orth C

arolina paralegal you 
have an exciting opportunity to 
dem

onstrate your professionalism
 by 

choosing to becom
e certified. T

he 
P

lan for C
ertification of P

aralegals 
w

as adopted by the N
orth C

arolina 
S

tate B
ar and approved by the N

orth
 

C
arolina S

uprem
e C

ourt in 2004. It is 
a voluntary certification program

 that 
allow

s paralegals certified by the N
C

 
S

tate B
ar to use the title “N

orth 
C

arolina C
ertified P

aralegal” and 
“N

C
C

P
” and to dem

onstrate that they 
have m

et high professional standards. 
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• 
A

t least a high school diplom
a and 

5000 hours of experience w
orking as 

a N
C

 paralegal during the 5 years 
prior to application and 3 hours of 
C

LE
 in ethics O

R
 

• 
C

LA
, R

P
, or other national paralegal 

credential approved by the board and 
2000 hours of experience w

orking as 
a N

C
 paralegal during the 2 years 

prior to application O
R

 

• 
P

aralegal education (a degree in 
paralegal studies or a degree in any 
field plus the equivalent of  18 hours 
of paralegal coursew

ork) and 2000 
hours of experience w

orking as a N
C

 
paralegal during the 2 years prior to 
application. 
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 • 

A
pplications are available from

 
the N

C
 S

tate B
ar. 

• 
A

pplications w
ill be accepted 

beginning July 1, 2005. 

• 
Initial application fee is $125. 

• 
N

o test is required until July 1, 
2007. 

• 
S

ix hours of C
LE

 including one 
hour of ethics is required each 
year for N

C
 C

ertified P
aralegals. 

• 
T

he renew
al fee is $50. 

• 
B

eginning July 1, 2007, the 
qualifications for certification w

ill 
be paralegal education and 
passing a certification exam

. 

 F
or inform

ation on T
he P

lan for 
C

ertification of P
aralegals, please visit 

our w
ebsite:  

 w
w

w
.n

ccertified
p

araleg
al.o

rg
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